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HHLT Awarded NYS Grants to Conserve 260+ Acres in
Philipstown and Putnam Valley

We are honored to be the recipients of two New York State Conservation Partnership Program
transaction grants. These grants will help cover expenses related to our most recent conservation
transactions:

Putnam Valley: 150 acres facilitating access to Fahnestock State Park and 40 acres
buffering Granite Mountain Preserve
Philipstown: 70 acres buffering the Appalachian Trail through Garrison, permanently
protecting another high priority parcel on the town’s Open Space Inventory.

The grant program, which is a partnership between the NYS Department of Environmental
Conservation and the Land Trust Alliance's New York Program, recently awarded $2.2 million in
funding to 47 nonprofit land trusts across the state to support projects that advance land conservation,
economic development, farmland protection, community conservation and recreation and tourism.
Read more about the latest round of grants in this press release from Governor Cuomo's office or the
Mid-Hudson News.

Community Forum Provides Glimpse into Secret Lives of
Regional Wildlife

http://www.landtrustalliance.org/what-we-do/our-regional-programs/northeast/new-york-program/new-york-state-conservation-partnership
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-cuomo-announces-22-million-conservation-partnership-program-grants
http://www.midhudsonnews.com/News/2019/April/27/conservation_grants-27Apr19.html


Our April 14th Community Forum, Wildlife through the Hidden Lens, was a hit! Thanks so much to our
speakers—Dr. Edwin McGowan, Dr. Scott LaPoint and Dr. Brent Boscarino—for their fascinating and
engaging presentations on using technology to capture wildlife. The audience was captivated by the
stunning images and videos of the creatures that live among us, while learning about important
conservation issues, like connectivity. Attendees left excited and empowered to get out in nature and
join in on citizen science.

You can read a detailed recap of the forum in this feature story in the Highlands Current: Behind the
Scenes … in the Forest. Additional information and resources, including speaker slides and the event
program, can be found on our website.

Invasive Species Cleanup Event at Nelsonville Preserve Draws
Community Volunteers of All Ages

https://highlandscurrent.org/2019/04/20/behind-the-scenes-in-the-forest/
https://www.hhlt.org/2019-wildlife-forum-recap/


Our invasive species cleanup day at Nelsonville Preserve this past Saturday, April 27th, was a big
success! The event, which was the annual Earth Day community service event for the Hudson
Highlands Girl Scouts, was aimed at engaging the community in good land stewardship practices and
invasive species management. We had nearly 60 community volunteers of all ages that worked
together to remove invasive burning bush, garlic mustard and Japanese barberry and then plant native
buttonbush, silky dogwood, white pine and red oak at this Village treasure. (You can learn more about
the invasive and native species at Nelsonville Preserve in this guide prepared by the Good Work
Institute.)

Thanks to our other event partners—Village of Nelsonville, Nelsonville Trails Committee, NY-NJ Trail
Conference's Lower Hudson Partnership for Regional Invasive Species Management, Open Space
Institute, Good Work Institute and Cold Spring Pizza—in addition to the Girl Scouts for making this
event possible.

Help Us Enhance Habitat and Hiking Trails in the Highlands

At our April Wildlife Forum, attendees were treated to a montage of wildlife sightings throughout the
Hudson Highlands (see above). Thanks to your support, over the past year, we conserved another 300
acres of habitat that will help our wildlife thrive.

This year, we’re enhancing wildlife habitat and your enjoyment of nature by:
Partnering on visitor management strategies at popular State Parks;
Conserving another 500 acres of land with critical habitat and hiking trails; and
Testing streams for aquatic life and securing buffers around them.

Plus, we’re getting kids outside to learn about land stewardship, like at our invasive species cleanup
day at Nelsonville Preserve (see above).

In these efforts, our most important partner is YOU! We hope you will continue your support by making
a contribution to HHLT today.

https://files.constantcontact.com/bdb0c0e8001/f35e327b-02ec-4030-8d9d-7506faece0ef.pdf
https://www.hhlt.org/support/donate/


Upcoming Guided Hikes at Granite Mountain Preserve

As trail improvement projects continue at Granite Mountain Preserve, we have planned a few guided
hikes and volunteer opportunities in the coming months::

Sunday, May 12th; 9-11am: "BioBlitz" hike using iNaturalist mobile app to help us document
the various plant and animal species in the Preserve.
Wednesday, June 12; Two sessions: 9am-12pm and 1pm-4pm: Community trailwork day
with Tahawus Trails

Space on these hikes is limited, so please RSVP using the links provided. Please contact us if you
are interested receiving information about future hikes and volunteer opportunities at Granite Mountain.

Local Opportunity: Science, Nature and the Outdoors at Black
Rock Forest Summer Camp

This summer, Black Rock Forest in Cornwall will once again welcome students between the ages of
11 and 15 for week-long learning experiences in nature, working directly with scientists. Summer
Science Camp will focus on understanding nature through observation and investigation. Classes are
led by experts and provide opportunities to explore college and career possibilities in the natural
sciences while having fun outdoors. Offerings include classes on reptiles, writing, illustration,
photography and computer science. Summer Science Camp is a day camp that operates July 15-19
from 8:30 am-5:30 pm. Pick-ups and drop-offs are available in Cornwall and Newburgh. More
information and registration are available on the Black Rock Forest website.

Please consider supporting our work.
HHLT is the only organization that focuses exclusively on protecting the Hudson Highlands.

Your contribution protects this iconic region for our future generations.
Thank you!

DONATE NOW

https://www.hhlt.org/programs/land-conservation-and-stewardship/granite-mountain-preserve/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/explore-granite-mountain-preserve-may-bioblitz-hike-tickets-61121486010
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/explore-granite-mountain-preserve-june-community-trailwork-day-tickets-61240974403?utm_source=eb_email&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=new_event_email&utm_term=viewmyevent_button
https://www.tahawustrails.com/
mailto:ashley.rauch@hhlt.org
https://blackrockforest.org/education/summer-science-camp
https://www.hhlt.org/support/donate/


The Hudson Highlands Land Trust protects and preserves the natural resources,
rural character and scenic beauty of the Hudson Highlands.

Hudson Highlands Land Trust
20 Nazareth Way, P.O. Box 226, Garrison, NY 10524

(845) 424-3358
info@hhlt.org
www.hhlt.org
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