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Thank You for Making Your Voice Heard: Written Comments on
Hudson Highlands Reserve Due July 8th

Thank you, Philipstown neighbors, for your interest in the town's first proposed Conservation
Subdivision. A video of the June 20th Public Hearing is available here.

Hudson Highlands Reserve, situated between our two State Parks, is currently under environmental
review with the Planning Board, and the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) is available for
public review and comment on the town’s website. You can read more on our website or in this
“Perspectives” article written by our Executive Director, Michelle Smith, in the Putnam County News and
Recorder: Will the Frog and Turtle Survive?

If you have not already done so, you can still make your voice heard by submitting written comments
to the Planning Board by July 8th, either via email (amerante@philipstown.com or
tpercacciolo@philipstown.com) or via post c/o Philipstown Town Hall.

You can read HHLT's full comments on the Hudson Highlands Reserve DEIS. Contact us if you have
any questions about our comments.

http://bit.ly/2RxgPTx
https://philipstown.com/DEIS.pdf
https://philipstown.com/
https://www.hhlt.org/hhr-public-hearing/
https://www.pcnr.com/articles/will-the-frog-and-turtle-survive/
mailto:amerante@philipstown.com
mailto:tpercacciolo@philipstown.com
https://www.hhlt.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/HHLT-Comments-on-HHR-DEIS.pdf
mailto:karen.doyle@hhlt.org


Thanks to The Fresh Air Fund, We are Pleased to Introduce Our
Summer Interns: Stephanie and Lucas

We are excited to welcome our two new Land Management interns, Stephanie Rivera and Lucas
Gordon. Stephanie and Lucas are joining us as part of a joint internship with The Fresh Air Fund,
during which they will split their time between our office, Granite Mountain Preserve and The Fresh Air
Fund's 2,000-acre Sharpe Reservation in Fishkill. They will support both partner's land management
teams and perform invasive species inventories, assessment, monitoring and control at both Granite
Mountain Preserve and the Sharpe Reservation. We are grateful to The Max and Victoria Dreyfus
Foundation, Inc. and the Jane W. Nuhn Charitable Trust for helping to fund this internship program.

Stephanie, a Fresh Air Fund alumna, is currently studying International Relations and Gender, Sexuality
and Women's Studies at the University of Rochester. Lucas will be going into his senior year at Vassar
College with a major in Environmental Studies. Please join us in welcoming both Stephanie and
Lucas to our team!

Thank You to Our Community Volunteers for Improving Trails at
Granite Mountain Preserve

https://freshair.org/
https://freshair.org/learn-about-sharpe-reservation/


We are so grateful to the volunteers who joined our Community Trailwork Day in Granite Mountain
Preserve this past weekend. Led by our Natural Resources Manager, Nicole Wooten, and Shane
Cafferty from Tahawus Trails, the group made significant headway in restoring and renaturalizing the
trails within the Preserve, in particular by finishing six trail intersection closures. Thank you to our
volunteers for helping to make the Preserve a top notch recreational resource for the Putnam Valley
community!

Contact us if you are interested receiving information about future hikes and volunteer opportunities at
Granite Mountain Preserve.

Meet the Stewards Who Help Care for the Trails You Love

Earlier this month, our Stewardship Coordinator, Julia Rogers, and Natural Resources Manager,
Nicole Wooten, both pictured above, helped train three new Trail Stewards as part of our partnership
with the New York-New Jersey Trail Conference on their Breakneck Ridge Trail Steward Program for
the 2019 season. During the training, our team shared information on natural resource protection and
strategies for the safe, enjoyable and responsible use of the hiking trail. If you are planning to hike
Breakneck on a weekend this summer or fall, be sure to stop by the Trail Stewards trailhead kiosk to
pick up a map and get tips on how you can help care for the popular trail.

Come Birding in Granite Mountain Preserve August 17th

https://www.tahawustrails.com/
mailto:ashley.rauch@hhlt.org
https://www.nynjtc.org/stewards


We are teaming up with the Putnam Highlands Audubon Society (PHAS) for their August Bird Walk,
which will take place at our Granite Mountain Preserve on Saturday, August 17th beginning at 8am.
Participants may get to observe birds like the Yellow-throated Vireo, Great-crested Flycatcher and
Indigo Bunting that make their homes in the Preserve.

The walk is FREE and open to the public, but advance registration is required as space is limited.
Please register through the PHAS website.

Save the Date! Please Join Us on October 2nd in NYC

Mark your calendars for our annual Autumn Cocktail Benefit, scheduled for Wednesday, October 2nd
at the home of one of our supporters in New York City. Similar to our Community Forum this past April,
the theme of this year's benefit is local wildlife. The event will include a discussion with the filmmakers
of the IMAX documentary "Backyard Wilderness," which recently debuted at the American Museum of
Natural History. All benefit proceeds will directly support our land conservation, municipal planning and
outreach efforts. Stay tuned over the coming months for more details!

Curious What Your Carbon Footprint is? Take This Community

https://www.putnamhighlandsaudubon.org/third-saturday-bird-walk/augustbirdwalk?fbclid=IwAR3qH49PSu0I8tZQb-JivfQwTpMt3zY1svV_aERj7lmUNE2eCNntiNBvjls
https://www.putnamhighlandsaudubon.org/third-saturday-bird-walk/augustbirdwalk?fbclid=IwAR3qH49PSu0I8tZQb-JivfQwTpMt3zY1svV_aERj7lmUNE2eCNntiNBvjls
http://backyardwildernessfilm.com/


Survey to Find Out

Philipstown residents: please consider completing this brief community survey developed by the
Philipstown Climate Smart Community Task Force to help measure the town's carbon footprint. The
survey asks questions about household behaviors and purchases that are related to greenhouse gas
emissions. By completing this survey, you can help our town develop a Climate Action Plan to reduce
our collective emissions and make consumption choices that support our local economy.

You can read more on the Climate Smart Philipstown website or in this flyer. You can then complete
the survey here. The survey is confidential and any household in Philipstown is eligible to participate.

Please consider supporting our work.
HHLT is the only organization that focuses exclusively on protecting the Hudson Highlands.

Your contribution protects this iconic region for our future generations.
Thank you!

DONATE NOW

The Hudson Highlands Land Trust protects and preserves the natural resources,
rural character and scenic beauty of the Hudson Highlands.

Hudson Highlands Land Trust
20 Nazareth Way, P.O. Box 226, Garrison, NY 10524

(845) 424-3358
info@hhlt.org
www.hhlt.org

     

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfqK0Umk6kp6LGDQhwynw9-rajxb8HYw2oCj1ORTcU1sZx3hQ/viewform?fbclid=IwAR0vSonG7vdQ8l__kA28DyvrEVYUQihnPd7icb9WX44kSgB4smsl_vq5ggQ
https://www.climatesmartphilipstown.org/
https://files.constantcontact.com/bdb0c0e8001/0b299ef7-7287-448a-8a10-131f406cffc0.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfqK0Umk6kp6LGDQhwynw9-rajxb8HYw2oCj1ORTcU1sZx3hQ/viewform
https://www.hhlt.org/support/donate/
mailto:info@hhlt.org
http://www.hhlt.org/
http://www.facebook.com/#!/pages/Hudson-Highlands-Land-Trust/85165760451
http://twitter.com/#!/hhlt_org
https://www.instagram.com/hhltny/

