
News from HHLT: November 2019

Cornwall Community Invited to Learn About Their Town's
Natural Heritage on November 19th

In partnership with the Cornwall Conservation Advisory Council, the Orange County Land Trust and
Behan Planning and Design, we will be presenting the results of the Cornwall Natural Heritage
Project: Open Space Inventory on Tuesday, November 19th, from 7-9pm at Munger Cottage (19 Little
League Drive) in Cornwall. The Natural Heritage Project was a two-year project resulting in an open
space inventory and map for the Town of Cornwall and the Village of Cornwall-on-Hudson that will help
guide municipal planning and protection of water resources, farmland, wildlife habitat, scenic beauty,
and recreational areas. All residents, municipal leaders and interested stakeholders are encouraged
to attend the presentation. Please contact our Public Policy & Planning Manager, Karen Doyle, for more
information on the project or event.

The Natural Heritage Project has been funded in part by a grant from the New York State
Environmental Protection Fund through the Hudson River Estuary Program of the New York State
Department of Environmental Conservation.

New Granite Mountain Preserve Trail Map Available

We’ve been making several improvements to the trail
system at Granite Mountain Preserve, like constructing
new trails and rerouting some existing trails. An updated
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trail map that reflects these upgrades is now available
online and in the trailhead kiosk. (Blazing is still in
progress and the colors may change in the near future
based on user feedback.)

This new trail map can be used with the mobile app
Avenza Maps, which shows your location in real time
during your visit. Check out this blog post to learn how to
use the map with Avenza.

As a reminder, the Preserve is open for public use but
trail improvements are ongoing. Get in touch if you’re
interested in joining a guided hike before the
improvements are completed (anticipated for later this
year), and stay tuned to the Preserve’s webpage and our
Facebook page for updates.

See you on the trails!

Thank You for Attending Fall Fest!

We had a perfect autumn day and more than 80 adults and children join us for an afternoon of family
fun at last month's Young Friends Fall Fest. Highlights included apple pressing on an antique cider
press, nature workshops for kids with our land stewardship team, and a hike to the historic North
Redoubt guided by our Executive Director, Michelle Smith.

The event also included the presentation of the second annual Timothy Osborn Roberts Young Friends
Conservation Award to climate change activist and community organizer Krystal Ford. Read more
about the award and Krystal's achievements in our press release or in the Putnam County News &
Recorder.

Special thanks to our Young Friends committee—Jocelyn Apicello, Nate Berner, Emmanuel Boursin,
Julia Foster, Phoebe Geer, Jieh Greeney, Antonia Abraham Pitney, Thad Pitney and Clare Redden—
for dedicating their time and energy to making this event a success.
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Happy Thanksgiving from HHLT!

All of us at HHLT want to wish you a very happy Thanksgiving and a joyous holiday season! We are so
grateful for your continued support of our work. Thank you for everything you do to help us conserve the
special place. Your support and collaboration make all of our work possible.

LOCAL EVENTS

Kick Off the Holiday Season at the Winter Hill Tree Lighting on
December 5th

Mark your calendars for the annual Winter Hill Holiday Tree Lighting on Thursday, December 5th. The
festivities will begin at 5:30pm with warm drinks, seasonal refreshments, friendly conversation with
neighbors, and a holiday sing-along at this annual family-friendly community celebration. Note this
event is entirely outdoors, so please dress accordingly. See you there!
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Join the Conversation on Climate Change at November 13th
Town Hall Meeting, Co-sponsored by HHLT

We are co-sponsoring a special Town Hall hosted by Assemblywoman Sandy Galef, "A Community
Conversation on Climate Change: What We Can Do to Make a Difference?", on Wednesday,
November 13th, from 7-9pm at Cortlandt Town Hall (1 Heady Street). Speakers from the NYS
Department of Environmental Conservation, NYSERDA, Environmental Advocates of New York and
Utopis Insights will be on hand to discuss their perspectives on climate change. Additional information
is available in this flyer. Please bring your friends, neighbors and anyone else you think would be
interested in joining this important conversation.

Learn to Use eBird at November 10th Bird Atlas Workshop

Calling all birders! The Putnam Highlands Audubon Society will be hosting a workshop on the New
York Breeding Bird Atlas on Sunday, November 10th from 9am-12pm at the Hubbard Lodge in
Fahnestock State Park. The workshop will cover the role of the atlas in conserving birds and habitats,
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help you interpret breeding behaviors, and teach you how to enter your observations into eBird.
Participating in the atlas will strengthen your birdwatching skills while contributing valuable data to a
statewide conservation project. More information is available on the PHAS website.

National Geographic Filmmaker Coming to Garrison on
November 10th

National Geographic filmmaker Jon Bowermaster will be presenting two of his Hope on the Hudson
documentary films at the Desmond-Fish Library on Sunday, November 10th, starting at 2pm. “The
Living River” and “Undamming the Hudson” will be screened, followed by a panel discussion on
preserving regional biodiversity, increasing fish populations, and the status of local dams with Dr. Scott
Silver of Constitution Marsh and Dr. George Jackman of Riverkeeper. This program is free to the public
and is being presented by the Putnam Highlands Audubon Society.

Please consider supporting our work.
HHLT is the only organization that focuses exclusively on protecting the Hudson Highlands.

Your contribution protects this iconic region for our future generations.
Thank you!

DONATE NOW

The Hudson Highlands Land Trust protects and preserves the natural resources,
rural character and scenic beauty of the Hudson Highlands.
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