
News from HHLT: January 2020

Major Expansion of State Parks Across the New York Highlands

This week Governor Cuomo announced the addition of 4,000 acres of parkland in the Mid-Hudson
Valley, much of it within the New York Highlands. We are thrilled to see this addition to State Parks at a
time of growing demand for outdoor recreation in nature. Plus, much of the new acreage creates
connectors between existing parkland. This is great for both our people and our wildlife! These newly
protected pathways are critical for wildlife to move and thrive. 

At HHLT, we are delighted to partner with the State on the addition of 150 acres to Fahnestock State
Park, pictured above. We are grateful to Governor Cuomo, as well as our colleagues at State Parks
and neighboring land trusts, for bringing all these park additions to fruition.

Read more in the Governor's press release, or in The Journal News or Times Herald-Record.

More “Green Corridor” Plans for the Highlands, Thanks to
Funding from the NYS DEC Hudson River Estuary Program

Speaking of parkland expansion and connectors, in December 2019 the NYS Department of
Environmental Conservation announced its Environmental Stewardship grants for the Hudson River
Estuary, where HHLT was awarded a new grant of $50,000.

This grant is for an “East Highlands Green Corridors Plan” designed to protect key connectors
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between conserved lands across Putnam County, as pictured in the map below. This is critical to
building climate resilience across the landscape, a high priority for our towns, county and state. 

Funding is provided by the New York State Environmental Protection Fund, NYSDEC Hudson River
Estuary Program. We are grateful for the ongoing partnership with the Estuary Program in protecting
the natural resources of the New York Highlands.

None of this Could Happen Without YOU! Thank You for
Contributing to our Year-End Appeal

All of the great work you read about in our newsletters is possible because of YOU. Many thanks to all
those who contributed to our year-end appeal in December. We met our target for 2019 because of
your generous support—THANK YOU!

This will ensure more critical wildlife habitat throughout the Hudson Highlands is protected. Plus,
we will be able to provide more recreational opportunities—for you and your families—in the future. We
look forward to working on new conservation projects in the Highlands, alongside you, in 2020 and
beyond.

https://www.dec.ny.gov/lands/4920.html
https://www.hhlt.org/support/


Are you Concerned About the Future of Our Water Supplies?
Please Take 5-10 Minutes to Complete the Philipstown-Cold
Spring Water Impact Survey 

Philipstown and Cold Spring residents: your input on your drinking water is needed! Please email us if
you would be willing to complete a brief online survey and tell us which water issues you are most
concerned about and who you turn to to help resolve these issues.

Read more about the water initiative and survey on our website. Many thanks in advance for your time
and thoughts!

Ashley Rauch to Take on Public Policy Role as Manager of
Community Engagement

We are delighted to announce that Ashley Rauch, who has been our Outreach and Events Manager for
the past two years, will be taking on a broader public policy role as our new Manager of Community
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Engagement. While Ashley's work will still focus on engaging the public in our land conservation work,
she will also work directly with local municipal leaders on land use planning and natural resource
protection strategies. Please join us in congratulating Ashley on her new role!

We wish a fond farewell to Karen Doyle, our Manager of Public Policy and Planning, who has returned
to the practice of law. Karen spearheaded HHLT’s work providing assistance in the creation of Open
Space Inventories in Cornwall and Blooming Grove and a Natural Resource Inventory in Putnam
Valley, which were all completed in 2019. These are great new planning tools for municipalities in the
Hudson Highlands, and we are grateful for her efforts in seeing these project to completion.

HHLT protects the Hudson Highlands for all of us. You make it all possible.
Thank you for your support!

DONATE NOWDONATE NOW
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